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II. Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Currently Amended) A system for effecting electronic payment for goodG or servic e s 
comprising: 

a payment processor system that maintains a database: 

an end-user interface communicablv coupled to the payment processor system, wherein the end- 
user interface is configured to: 

receive, from an end-user accessing the end-user interface, an intermediary account 
identifier that identifies a stored value account maintained by the payment processor system and a 
service account identifier that identifies a service account maintained by a service provider 
system that is separate from the payment processor system, and 

store an association between the intermediary account identifier and the service account 
identifier in the database maintained bv the payment processor system: 

a terminal located at a point-of-sale wh o re monetary consid e ration is r e ceived from or on behalf 
of an end - user to pre pay for s e l e ct e d goods or services , wherein the terminal is configured to receive a 
payment and the intermediary account identifier from a payor, and wherein the terminal is operable to 
exchange electronic messages with a financial network that is communicablv coupled to the payment 
processor system ; 

a payment processor in communication with the - financial network and including a databas e 
associating each of a plurality of intermediary account numb e rs with at least on e corresponding e nd - us e r 
account number, wherein th e intermediary account - numb e r is different from the end user account number; 

a crediting device in communication with the payment processor and being configur e d to cr e dit 
on indicia of monetary value to an intermediary account number associated with th e e nd us e r account 
number in response to receiving a payment messag e from the point of sale terminal system, wherein the 
crediting device is configured to credit the stored-value account identified by the intermediary account 
identifier in response to the payment ; and 

an interface device in communication with the payment processor system and the service provider 
system, wherein the interface device is configured to communicat e at least a recharge transaction messag e 
to an end usors account w r ith a v e ndor corresponding to the intormodiary aooount numb e r send a message 
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to the service provider system indicating a credit to the service account identified by the service account 
identifier associated with the intermediary account identifier. 

36. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 35, wherein the terminal located at the point- 
of-sale comprises an automated teller machine (ATM). 

37. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 35, wherein the terminal located at the point- 
of-sale comprises a vending machine. 

38. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 35, wherein the financial network comprises 
a card association network. 

39. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 35, further comprising an acquiring processor 
configured to communicate messages between the financial network and a plurality of the t e rminals the 
terminal located at the point of sale . 

40. (Currently Amended) A mothod for eff e cting paym e nt for tolophone servic e s A payment 
processor computer, comprising: 

associating an account identifi e r that represents an ond user's prepaid account maintained by a 

tel e communications provid e r with an interm e diary account number; 

storing the association in a databas e coupled to a central payment processor, whoroin the 

association includ e s information that allows tho central paym e nt proc e ssor to identify the ond user's 

propaid account when presented with the account identifier; 
an end-user interface configured to: 

receive, from an end-user, a service account identifier that identifies a service account 
maintained bv a service provider and an intermediary account identifier that identifies a stored 
value account maintained bv a payment processor that is different from the service p rovider: and 

store an association between the service account identifier and the intermediary account 
identifier in a database that is communicablv coupled to the end-user interface upon receiving the 
service account identifier and the intermediary account identifier from the end-user: and 
facilitating a payment transaction betw ee n the end usor and a point of sale, the payment 

transaction including rec e iving 

a payment interface configured to: 
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receive data from a terminal located at a point-of-sale, wherein the data is related to a 
payment from the end-user at th e point of 3alo together with and the intermediary account 
identifier as provided bv a payor at the point-of-sale; and 

electronically communioating transaction data including the account identifier, from the point of 
Gale to the c e ntral paym o nt proc e ssor; 

validating th e transaction data, in the central payment proc e ssor, and tran s mitting a response to 
the point of sal e ; 

looking up th e int e rm e diary account numb e r associated with th e account identifier; aad 

s e nding send a message from th e central payment processor to the telecommunications 
provider for loading value into the e nd - user's associated prepaid account responsiv e to th e 
paymont transaction if the validating step results in approval of th e transaction^ wher e in th e 
m e ssag e to the t e l e communications provider includes the account id e ntifi e r to a transaction 
interface provided bv the service provider, wherein the message instructs the service provider to 
credit the service account identified by the service account identifier associated with the 
intermediary account identifier . 

41. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 40, wherein 
said electronically communicating st e p compris e s direct communication between tho point of sal e and th e 
central payment processor the payment interface is configured to directly communicate with the terminal 
located at the point of sale . 

42. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 40, wherein 
said communicating stop comprises communication betw e en th e point of sal e and the central paym e nt 
processor via a merchant hub the payment interface is configured to receive data from the terminal 
located at the point-of-sale via a merchant hub that is communicably coupled to the terminal and the 
payment interface . 

43. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 40, further 
comprising: a settlement interface configured to transfer designating an intermediary bank 
account; and 
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oolleoting an amount of money equal to the payment, subject to adjustment, from a point of oal e 
merchant's first bank account maintained bv the merchant into tho interm e diary a second bank account 
maintained bv the payment processor by electronic funds transfer. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 43, wherein 
s aid oollooting st e p the transfer of the amount of money equal to the payment subject to adjustment, is 
carried out in a batch mode on a daily basis. 

45. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 43, wherein 
said collecting step is offecting the transfer of the amount of money equal to the payment is carried out 
via the ACH, 

46. (Currently Amended) A m e thod payment processor computer according to claim 43, wherein the 
telecommunications service p rovider is a prepaid telecommunications platform operator. 

47. (Currently Amended) A m e thod payment processor computer according to claim 43, furth e r 
nnmprir.ing r.nttling th o trnnnnction by transferring wherein the settlement interface is further configured to 
transfer an amount of money equal to the payment, subject to adjustment, from the intermediary second 
bank account maintained by the payment processor into a tolocommuni cations provid e r's third bank 
account maintained bv the service provider by electronic funds transfer. 

48. (Canceled) 

49. (Currently Amended) A m e thod payment processor computer according to claim [[48]] 40, 
further comprising issuing a card to the end-user that includes identification of the intermediary account 
number identifier . 

50. (Cancelled) 


51. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim [[48]] 40, 
wherein the e nd user service account identifier r e presents identifies a pre-paid cellular phone account. 
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52. (Currently Amended) A m e thod payment processor computer according to claim [[48]] 40, 
wherein the ond-usor's service account identifier has an account number corresponding to a valid credit 
card account number. 

53. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim [[48]] 40, 
wherein the valid credit card account number can be presented by the end user a payor at the terminal 
located at the point-of-sale to purchase goods and services. 

54. (Canceled) 

55. (Canceled) 

56. (Currently Amended) A method payment processor computer according to claim 53, wherein 
the user prosonta the credit card account numb e r via the terminal is communicablv coupled to the Internet, 
thereby enabling an anonymous purchase of goods or servic e s via the Intern e t by first making a paym e nt 
m p e rson nt n point nf nnlo tn load value into the corresponding intermediate accoun t and the point-of- 
sale includes a website . 

57. (Currently Amended) A system for effecting electronic payment according to claim 35, wherein 
the end us e r's service account identifier has an account number corresponding to a valid includes a credit 
card account number. 

58. (Canceled) 

59. (Currently Amended) A method for effecting payment payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein said r e ceiving a payment from the end-user at the point-of-sale includes r e c e iving 
the payment in the form of cash. 

60. (Currently Amended) A method for eff e cting paym e nt payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein said rec e iving a payment from the end-user at the point-of-sale includes receiving 
the payment as a debit card transaction. 
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61. (Currently Amended) A mothod for effecting paym e nt payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein said r e ceiving a payment from the end-user at the point-of-sale includes r e o e iving 
the payment as a credit card transaction. 

62. (Currently Amended) A mothod for e ffecting payment payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein the point-of-sale is a vending machine. 

63. (Currently Amended) A mothod for off o oting paym e nt payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein the point-of-sale is a brick-and-mortar retail merchant site. 

64. (Currently Amended) A m o thod for effecting payment payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein the point-of-sale is an automated teller machine (ATM). 

65. (Currently Amended) A mothod for offooting payment payment processor computer according 
to claim 40, wherein said electronically communicating data oomprioos intoraotion with the payment 
interface is further configured to send the message for adding value to the service account to an IVR 
system maintained bv the service provider via a telecommunication system. 

66. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

a computer program embodied on a computer readable medium; and 

a plurality of instructions stored in the computer readable medium, the plurality of instructions 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving, from an end-user, a service account identifier that identifies a 
service account maintained by a service provider and an intermediary account identifier that 
identifies a stored value account maintained by a payment processor that is different from the 
service provider; 

instructions for storing an association between the service account identifier and the 
intermediary account identifier in a database maintained by the payment processor upon receiving 
the service account identifier and the intermediary account identifier from the end-user; 

instructions for receiving a payment from the end-user at a point-of-sale together with the 
intermediary account identifier; 

instructions for electronically communicating the intermediary account identifier, from 
the point-of-sale to the payment processor; and 
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instructions for sending a message from the payment processor to the service provider, 
wherein the message indicates a credit to a service account identified by the service account 
identifier associated with the intermediary account identifier. 


